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ARCHAEOLOGY AT LEEDS TRINITY 2015 
An education project in the grounds of Leeds Trinity University, West Yorkshire, UK 
 
 
1.0 Introduction 
The project was commissioned by Beverley Forrest on behalf of Leeds Trinity 
University (Brownberrie Lane, Horsforth, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS18 5HD) and took 
place Monday 11th May 2015. The project was led by Dave Weldrake and Beverley 
Forrest.  
 
2.0 Aims and Objectives 
The aims of the investigation were twofold: 
 
2.1 Archaeological  
To investigate the potential for archaeological survival within this section of the 
University grounds  
 
2.2 Educational 
 To provide teacher training students with a basic understanding of the principles of 
archaeology and how they might be applied to learning in a school environment  
 
3.0 Location 
The site was located at SE 236 390 close to the all-weather pitch to the south of the 
main University buildings.  
 
 
4.0 Historical Background 
Although Horseforth is mentioned in Domesday it is difficult to assess whether there 
would be any substantial settlement in the area now occupied by the University in 
what was during the medieval period a peripheral area to the village.  
 
The first surviving mapping of the area is the 1838 Tithe Award Map for the parish of 
Guiseley, of which Horseforth was a part at the time. This shows that what are now 
the University grounds were once a network of fields which are described as being 
variously pasture or arable (Tracks in Time n. d.). Some of the older boundary walls 
on site may be those represented on this map and the footpath which now crosses 
the campus as the Leeds Country Way is clearly marked on the first O. S. Six Inch to 
the mile map of the area (Yorkshire Sheet 292, published 1851, viewed via the 
National Library of Scotland website)). It skirts an oval pond which must now be 
somewhere under the University buildings 
 
The first buildings on the site were those of two Catholic teacher training colleges 
(Trinity for women and All Saints for men). These were opened in 1966. The two 
colleges were amalgamated to form Leeds Trinity and All Saints in 1980 and became 
Leeds Trinity University in 2012 (Leeds Trinity University n. d.).  
 
5.0 The Archaeological Background 
 A search of the West Yorkshire Heritage Environment Record (a database of all 
known archaeological sites and find spots) via Heritage Gateway revealed no 
archaeological activity in the immediate area.  
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6.0  Archaeological results 

 
 (See Appendix 1: Images 1 -3) 
Two 2.0 m x 2.0 trenches were excavated on an east-west alignment with a gap of 
2.0m between them.  Trench 1 (on the western side) was excavated to a depth of c. 
10.0cm, Trench 2 to a depth of c. 20cm.   
 
All the soil which was removed was a dark brown humic topsoil which has been 
treated as a single context for the purposes of the finds analysis. In Trench 1 this 
overlay a dense yellow clay with inclusions of sandstone fragments. Although it was 
not encountered in Trench 2, this may represent material dumped as a levelling layer 
during creation of the University playing fields. All the finds came from the upper 
layer. 
 
No features were identified. 
 
7.0 The finds (See Appendix 1: Images 4 and 5) 
Finds from the two trenches were not numerous. They included small fragments of 
20th century pottery, a metal hook and washer, a piece of bone, fragments of vessel 
and window glass and a complete Coke bottle.  
 
Most of the material is too fragmentary to accurately assess form and function. 
However, the Coke bottle may be more susceptible of dating if only to a fairly wide 
time band. It is a 710 ml glass bottle with the contoured surface distinctive of Coke 
bottles. It has a white screw top and the lettering on the bottle itself is printed on the 
surface rather than moulded into the glass itself. Bottles of a similar design are being 
offered on eBay and similar online auctions sites where they are described as being 
either 1960s or 1970s in date.   
 
The finds were not retained.  
   
8.0 Discussion and interpretation 
It is difficult to assess the significance of such a small assemblage of material. 
Normally fragmentary remains are interpreted as being the result of night soiling 
(Weldrake 2014 and 2015). This is the process whereby household rubbish as well 
as farmyard waste and animal dung were spread over the fields as manure. Over 
time the organic portion of this mix decays leaving only the more solid artefacts 
behind. Their fragmentary nature is due to repeated ploughing which breaks up the 
larger pieces. Such an interpretation would be consistent with the map evidence 
which shows that the University was developed on a green field site.  
 
However, the presence of a complete Coke bottle would contradict this 
interpretation. If the proposed date for the bottle is correct this would be consistent 
with the date at which Trinity and All Saints Colleges were first opened. It might 
therefore be better to assume that the material recovered from the excavations is 
associated with the laying out of the University campus, rather than with the previous 
farming landscape. The yellow clay underlying the topsoil may therefore be material 
introduced to the site to level the area for the construction of playing fields rather 
than a natural subsoil.  
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9.0 Educational Outcomes 
(See front cover) 
Although individual students only had a limited amount of time to work on the project, 
they did demonstrate a commitment to the task in hand. This in turn led to a great 
deal of discussion about how the tasks could be managed within a more formal 
school situation and what the potential educational outcomes might be. Several of 
the students said that they would consider carrying out their own school projects 
once they had qualified.  
 
10.0 Potential for further work 
Given the size of the University campus it would be possible to repeat this exercise 
almost indefinitely and achieve similar educational outcomes. However, the 
archaeological outcomes might be small if the exercise were repeated in areas 
similar to that used in 2015. Some thought might therefore be given to choosing an 
area which might prove more archaeologically fruitful. The area of the campus 
adjacent to Westbrook Lane seems to be less heavily landscaped and a suitable site 
might be found there.  
 
If a larger scale project were desired it might also be possible to involve children 
from the adjacent primary school. This would have the advantage of demonstrating 
how children react to the kinds of stimuli which this kind of exercise can provide in a 
situation which would closer approximate to actual school work.  
 
11.0 Conclusions 
The archaeological project at Trinity has confirmed the value of practical experience 
as a learning tool. It has given the students a basic understanding of the way 
archaeology works and has provided guidance on how to incorporate archaeology 
into everyday school work to provide a memorable experience for children at KS2.  
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Appendix 1: Images 
 

 
 
Image 1: the site looking west 
Trench 2 is in the foreground and Trench 1 to the rear. The tape has been extended 
to 6.0m for scale.  
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Trench 1 looking east 
The image shows the trench after the partial removal of the topsoil. Beneath it is a 
yellow clay layer with sandstone inclusions which may represent a levelling layer.  
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Image 3: Trench 2 looking east 
This image shows Trench 2 after the partial removal of the topsoil. Despite being 
slightly deeper than Trench 1 no lower layer was revealed.  
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Image 4: A sample of the finds 
Tope row: Two pieces of 20th century pottery 
Bottom row: metal washer, metal hook and piece of cooked animal bone 
5.0cm scale 
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Image 5: 710 cl glass Coke bottle 
This is possibly the design of bottle used in the 1960s and 70s. If so it could have 
been buried during the creation of the playing fields. 
5.0 cm scale 
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